Chronic hepatitis B and C. What is the status of drug therapy?
Chronic hepatitis remains difficult to treat. Use of interferon has been successful against both hepatitis B and C viruses, but the outcome of long-term administration has yet to be determined. Not all patients respond to interferon, however, and some have side effects that cause them to discontinue therapy. Dr Wright discusses the results of studies to evaluate therapy with alpha, beta, and gamma interferon as well as with other agents, such as ribavirin, thymosin, and ursodeoxycholic acid.